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Back to Soviet Era 


HM King 
Michael 
of Romania, 

91st rM 

Birthday! 

25 October 2012 

I have served the Ro- 
U manian nation through- 
out a life that has been 
long and full of events, 
some of them happy, 
many of them unhappy. (. . .) 


After freedom and democ- 
racy, the most important 
things to be gained are iden- 
tity and dignity. Here a major 
responsibility rests upon 
the Romanian elite. ” (HM 
King Michael of Romania, 
discourse in the Parliament 
with the occasion of the 90th 
birthday celebration) 

|HHy In the '90s, King 
»Hhael (Mihai) could 
ajlppe been the savior of 
^Komanian nation. Now, 
more than 20 years later, 
the country is the poorest 
among E.U. nations, having 
unlimited corruption, the old- 
new “red oligarchs” and bold 
political stupidity. 

Why? 

Dan Leontescu, 

Seattle 


MOSCOW — As gray winter 
skies descend on Moscow, 
Russians are adjusting to a 
political winter. Since taking 
office nearly six months ago, 
President Vladimir Putin has 
methodically reduced civic 
space in Russia by advocating 
new laws on treason, blasphe- 
my, libel, Internet censorship 
and curbs on public protest. 

Then, Russians saw a new 
twist: a well-known opposition 
activist, Leonid Razvozzhayev, 
shouting to reporters that he 
had been kidnapped off a 
sidewalk in Kyiv, Ukraine, and 
forcibly brought to Moscow for 
trial. 

Oleg Kashin, a radio analyst 


for the Russian dailyKom- 
mersant, says get used to it. 
President Putin, he says, is 
taking Russia down the road of 
neighboring Belarus, a nation 
run for 18 years by Alexander 
Lukashenko, often called “the 
last dictator of Europe.” 

What may hold the Rus- 
sian president back is what 
analysts in Russia call “hand- 
shakeability”: Putin is still 
welcome in Western capitals, 
whereas Lukashenko is not. 
With the ruling party sweep- 
ing all governors’ elections two 
weeks ago and a new “foreign 
agent” law going into effect 
next week, Putin seems to be 
taking a big political step back 
to the Soviet Union. For now, 


these conservative new laws 
seem to be having a chilling 
effect. 

Masha Lipman, an analyst 
for Carnegie Moscow, says 
she sees “...a desire to intimi- 
date the tens of thousands of 
people who have taken part 
in protests and other forms of 
civic activism, and indeed push 
them back where they used to 
be.” Lipman and others say 
the goal is to return Russia 
to the apolitical days during 
the boom years of the 2000s. 
During this decade, Russians 
largely traded their political 
freedoms for the freedom to 
travel, to buy, and to make 
more money. 

| continued on page 4 
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VICTIMS OF COMMUNISM AND 
THEIR PERSECUTORS (I) 

by Gabriel T. Gherasim, MA - New York 


FOREWORD 

The Red Holocaust: The Case of Romania 

The Red Holocaust which took place in the 20th century in the 
Central/Eastern European former Communist countries left 
multi leveled and indelible scars on peoples’ souls, not only for 
the generations which had to go directly through that experi- 
ence, but also for those which followed and for those to come. 

The case of Romania is no exception to this reality. What 
makes the matter worse is the fact that there was no radical 
passage from the old Communist system to the Democratic 
one, as those who took power after the December 1 989 fall 
of dictator Nicolae Ceausescu’s regime were people who had 
been connected with the same Communist system. In fact, 
most of them were deeply involved in the oppressive system 
where they had held positions of responsibility in which they 
had implemented the Communist ideology and its draconic 
rules on their fellow citizens. So the regime changed in form 
and appearance but not in the mentality of those who were part 
of it. They were rightly called Neo-Communists and the writer of 
this book is well aware of this fact. Hence, the value of his idea 
to do something about this situation by addressing it objectively 
and scientifically-head-on. In order to achieve this purpose, 
namely to raise awareness of the imperative need to establish a 
restorative justice process, provide restitution and transform the 
relations between perpetrators and victims in his native country, 
Romania, and to eventually see concrete steps taken in this 
direction, Gabriel Teodor Gherasim did significant research and 
reflective and critical thinking on what might work best in a pos- 
sible implementation of strategies designed to bring the matter 
to fruition. 

He did extensive evaluations of literature in the field of Negotia- 
tion, Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding and studied specific 
applications of this literature and theories in previous conflicts. 

In doing that, the author not only lists the main ideas of this spe- 
cialty’s concepts, and explains what they are about, but he also 
personalizes them by explaining what attracted him most during 
his study and why, and very importantly, he also details how he 
would use elements of those theories of literature in a concrete 
fashion in any case in which he might be involved in the Post- 
Communist restorative justice process. 


nesses, and then proposes his own sustainable alternatives that 
could work in the case of Romania. This is all the more impor- 
tant since many other analysts who know the situation in former 
Communist Romania, have investigated, critiqued, commented, 
and clarified their findings, but failed in the completeness of their 
investigation, in the objectivity of analysis and consequently in 
the proposal of vital, concrete steps for resolution in terms of 
restorative justice and compensatory restoration. 

Such was the case for instance, of the Tismaneanu Report which 
not only absolved or ignored many of the Communist perpe- 
trators of abhorrent crimes against human life and dignity, but 
also incriminated people and institutions which actively were 
repressed by, and suffered under the Communist regime and its 
criminals. As the author puts it: “for example, preparing a report 
condemning the institution of Communism in 2006, by Vladimir 
Tismaneanu, a Communist leader’s son, which was read in the 
Romanian Parliament in the same year by Traian Basescu, a 
Securitate spy before 1989, turned afterwards democratic Presi- 
dent of the country, meant symbolically that there were no more 
Communist handlers and their subjects, in Romania, but only 
Romanian citizens united in decrying the crimes of the tyrannical 
past” (p. 63). This was an episode of “lip service rhetoric” on the 
government’s side, and maybe some sporadic media attention to 
the problem, as Gherasim remarks; yet, without serious concern 
for reparations to victims, and: “with continued self-justification 
for crimes perpetrated on the innocents and lack of introspec- 
tion, or wish to take responsibility for the past personal acts of 
generalized violence on the civilian population by the Communist 
culprits, not only will there not be any closure on past crimes, 
but there will be ongoing continuous injustices against the other 
stake-holders" (p. 53). 

One major point that validates the author’s preoccupation, 
research and thesis on this subject is the paradox related to the 
atrocities committed by the Nazi and Communist regimes. While 
the Nazi crimes, where 6,000,000 Jews, Gypsies, political dis- 
sidents and others were killed, have long been acknowledged 
and condemned in most European and other countries, the Com- 
munist crimes, where over 100,000,000 people were killed did 
not lead to any real justice for the victims and their descendants, 
despite numerous requests by the US Congress, the European 
Parliament and other local and international forums. 

| to be continued next issue 


The overview of the Negotiation, Conflict Resolution and 
Peacebuilding courses he took when studying for his 
Masters in this specialty at California State University 
(the Dominguez Hills Campus), indicates clearly that the 
author has understood the courses’ content, the concepts 
and the theoretical frame of his specialization and his 
future practice as a mediator. That is also indicated by the 
special attention he gives to communication, negotiation 
and mediation skills, as the sine qua non vital tools for the 
process of such a difficult mission as implied in the topic 
of this book. This enterprise is interdisciplinary in char- 
acter in that it touches the fields of psychology, sociology, 
anthropology, philosophy, economics and politics. By 
using relevant bibliographies, such as books of narrative 
testimonies by writers who lived under the Communist 
regime, in Romania, and books by other authors special- 
izing in conflict resolution, mediation, negotiation, counsel- 
ing etc., Gabriel Teodor Gherasim presents his own views 
on what is to be done in Romania from the subject of the 
book’s point of view, including how and with what chances 
of success. In his endeavor, the author also explores the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflicts, the work of The Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission in South Africa, and other 
such conflicts, in order to see the different approaches 
that were used or can be used in conflict resolution cases. 
He analyzes them critically, looks for strengths and weak- 
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BU-Ukraine: Time for a Real Strategy 


So far 2012 has been quite a 
tough year for EU-Ukraine rela- 
tions. The entire relationship 
became politicized as a con- 
sequence of the imprisonment 
of former Prime Minister, Yulia 
Tymoshenko and her former 
Minister of Interior, Yuri Lutsen- 
ko, which is viewed as politically 
motivated, with Ukraine’s leader- 
ship also being accused of erod- 
ing democracy in the country. 

In fact, there is hardly a single 
area these days where the EU 
and Ukraine cooperate which is 
not becoming affected by this 
politicization one way or another 
even if it is counter-productive to 
the EU’s own interests or those 
of the region. An example of 
this is Ukraine being politically 
sidelined in the negotiations for 
a settlement of the Transnistria 
conflict, an area where Ukraine 
has always played an important 
and traditionally constructive 
role. 

EU leaders decided to put on 
hold the Association Agreement 
and Deep and Comprehensive 
Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA), 
which Ukraine and the EU 
spend almost five years nego- 
tiating and which was initialed 
earlier this year, until Ukraine 
improves democratic values. 

This approach has been labeled 
by its architects as “tough love”. 
There seems to be a belief that 
by leaving Ukraine to stew, it 
will increase the chance of a 
successful outcome, although 
this approach is certainly not 
shared by all member states 
which fear the consequences 
of increasingly pushing Ukraine 
away. I would say that by putting 
the association agreement on 
hold the EU missed an opportu- 
nity to bind Ukraine to the EU. 
Thereby this strategy could lead 
the EU into a dead-end, reduc- 
ing its influence on Ukraine’s 
decision-makers and pulling 
the carpet from under Ukraine’s 
reformers. In fact the signature 
of the association agreement 
is in the strategic interest of the 
country and should be seen as 
a tool to help modernize and 
transform Ukraine. Ditto for the 
DCFTA which at first glance may 
look less attractive than Russia’s 
Custom’s Union which would 
immediately give Ukraine eco- 
nomic benefits including cutting 
the price of gas by almost 50%. 
However in the longer term the 
DCFTA will be more beneficial 
for Ukraine including making the 
country more competitive on the 
world market. 

Interestingly, having to pay 
more for gas has actually forced 
Ukraine to begin to give more fo- 
cus to diversifying its energy re- 
sources as well as start to take 
steps to modernize its energy 


sector, in order to save money. 
Signature of the AA and DCFTA 
has been supported by all 
Ukraine’s political forces, includ- 
ing the jailed Mrs. Tymoshenko. 
However as time has passed 
broad support from the business 
community has started to drip 
away. This is in part a conse- 
quence of a proactive campaign 
by Russia, criticizing the DCFTA 
and flagging up the economic 
benefits of its Eurasian Union 
as a better deal. As far as I am 
aware there has been no com- 
munication campaign from the 
EU side flagging the benefits 
of the DCFTA. This is another 
indicator of the EU’s somewhat 
“take it or leave it, it makes no 
difference to us” approach. 
Unfortunately the EU’s approach 
is starting to affect Ukrainian 
society as a whole, which has 
now become a sort of hostage 
to the situation. One of the latest 
examples of this was the deci- 
sion of the European 
Parliament to refuse 
to ratify changes to 
Ukraine’s visa facilita- 
tion agreement with 
the EU, until after the 
28 October Parliamen- 
tary elections. 

The conduct of these 
elections as well as the 
pre and post-election pe- 
riods are viewed as a lit- 
mus test for democracy in 
the country with Ukraine’s 
further EU integration heav- 
ily tied to the result. Ukraine’s 
leadership has declared it wants 
to do everything to make sure 
these elections are free, fair and 
transparent; meanwhile the unit- 
ed opposition, as well as a num- 
ber of civil society organization, 
cites numerous problems from 
vote buying to media restric- 
tions. In order to have a clearer 
picture, Ukraine’s Foreign Min- 
ister, Konstantyn Gryshchenko, 
invited more than five thousand 
international short and long 
term election monitors to assess 
the situation. He is also now 
travelling to EU capitals to try to 
convince his counterparts that 
the EU’s wait and see approach 
is counterproductive. At a recent 
roundtable on EU - Ukraine 
relations in Vienna he stated 
the best way to deal with all of 
today’s current challenges in the 
troubled relationship is by posi- 
tive engagement. 

Meanwhile, First Deputy Prime 
Minister, Valeriy Khoroshkovsky, 
who is responsible for EU Inte- 
gration, has asked a number of 
independent NGO’s including 
the Soros Foundation to hold an 
independent Media Monitoring 
mission to assess the media 
access of all candidates. This 
mission was launched last week 


and is expected to produce 
regular reports on the ongoing 
electoral campaign. 

Current polls, from a number 
of different sources, show the 
Party of Regions is presently 
leading with some 26-28% of 
the vote with the United Op- 
position trailing slightly behind 
with around 23%. While polls in 
Ukraine are notoriously unreli- 
able, the fact that the United Op- 
position seems to have focused 
their campaign primarily on com- 
plaining about Ukraine’s current 
leadership rather than spending 
time on explaining their policies, 
particularly socio-economic ones 
- combined with the fact that 
Ukrainian’s are rather fatigued 
will all political figures, could 
have contributed to the current 
outlook. 

Quite frankly nobody is expect- 
ing these elections to__ 
be perfect 



which 
is a shame given 
that Ukraine has carried out a 
number of free and fair elections 
in the past, as well as being 
the only country in the EU’s 
Eastern Partnership to carry out 
a peaceful transfer of power. 

Yet at the same time nobody 
expects a total disaster either. 
And the fact that these elections 
are proving to be so competitive 
is a positive point and at least 
demonstrates that the country is 
not an autocratic dictatorship as 
some like to claim. Yet the pe- 
riod after the election will need 
to be monitored particularly 
attentively as regards the forma- 
tion of the new parliament, etc, 
because this is the time when 
a lot of horse-trading and funny 
business could take place. 

Apart from holding free and fair 
elections, the EU also demand- 
ed that Ukraine put an end to 
political justice and get their EU 
reform process back on track. 
Ukraine’s leadership claims, 
something that was underscored 
by Khoroshkovsky at a meet- 
ing with think-tank representa- 
tives during his visit to Brussels 
earlier this week, that the recent 
criminal procedural code reform, 
means the law under which 
the Tymoshenko and Lutsenko 
charges were proceeded, has 
been done away with, with a 
new criminal procedural code 
starting in November. In theory 


this should mean no more such 
cases should be expected. He 
also stated that Ukraine would 
respect the ruling of the ECHR 
on the Tymoshenko case. Let’s 
hope this will be the case. 

After a long period of inactiv- 
ity Ukraine has relaunched 
its reform process, something 
that has been confirmed by the 
EEAS. Yet, it is something of a 
mixed picture. While there have 
been positive steps such as the 
new criminal procedural code, 
which used Council of Europe 
recommendation, other initia- 
tives such as the recent Pros- 
ecutors law, which was rushed 
through without any consultation 
with Council of Europe, was 
a total flop. Ukraine needs to 
focus more on the quality of the 
reforms rather than the quantity. 
Moreover, many reforms fall at 
the first hurdle because of the 
corrupt state of Ukraine’s judicial 
system which needs a total 
overhaul, something Khorosh- 
kovsy said would be a priority 
after the elections. 

And while some steps had been 
taken to improve the business 
climate (customs, VAT reim- 
ursement), Khoroshkovsky ad- 
itted that a number of difficult 
roblems remain including law 
nforcement, bodies pressure 
on business, corruption in judi- 
ciary, overregulation. Implement- 
ing the DCFTA would help to 
push reforms in these areas. 

On visa, while there has been 
a slowdown in progress as 
lawmakers have focused their 
attention on the elections, some 
outstanding pieces of legislation 
necessary for implementation 
of the EU visa action plan have 
been adopted, including for 
biometric passports, personal 
data protection, fight against dis- 
crimination. The second hearing 
for laws on biometrics, personal 
data protection and legal status 
of foreigners is expected in Oc- 
tober. If successfully passed the 


first chapter of EU visa action 
plan will be closed. 

Yet Ukraine keeps shooting itself 
in the foot. The case against TVi 
for example and more recently 
the crisis over the defamation 
law. The law, which has the po- 
tential to seriously harm freedom 
of the media in Ukraine, was 
adopted last week in the first 
reading. It causes a massive 
outcry in the country and was 
subsequently recalled. 
Sometimes Ukraine is a difficult 
country to understand, particu- 
larly when it comes to it politics 
and there can be no doubt 
Ukraine’s leadership has dug 
itself into something of a hole. 

To a large degree the ball is now 
in Ukraine’s court, and it is in 
Ukraine's interests to cooperate 
over EU concerns. Yet at the 
same time the EU also needs to 
act in a proactive and respon- 
sive way. The EU has a respon- 
sibility to the people of Ukraine 
to support the country in its 
transformation, yet unfortunately 
until now the EU has been using 
long-term strategy in order to 
obtain short term results which 
has clearly not worked and, 
which could eventually lead to 
an implosion in the country. It is 
time for the EU to develop a real 
strategy for its engagement and 
relationship with Ukraine. 

On 14 November it seems EU 
Foreign Ministers will meet 
to assess developments in 
Ukraine, including the election 
result and the conclusions of the 
OSCE and other international 
monitors. It still remains unclear 
to what extent the ongoing im- 
prisonment of Tymoshenko and 
Lutsenko will play into the EU’s 
eventual decision; whether there 
will an agreement to sign the AA 
or whether it will be left to gather 
dust. There is a lot at stake and 
the outcome of this meeting may 
prove crucial in defining the next 
chapter in EU-Ukraine relations. 
(source: EU Observer) 
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Romney In Final Debate 


Analysts 

agreed that Obama 
won on points, but 
questioned if the result 
would have a big 
impact on voters and 
the race as a whole. 

US President Barack 
Obama has forcefully 
attacked his Repub- 
lican challenger Mitt 
Romney, in their third 
and final presiden- 
tial debate, the BBC 
informs. 

During the 
tense encounter in 
Florida, the rivals 
tangled over the Arab 
Spring, Iran, Israel and 
China. Obama said his 
rival was “all over the 
map” on foreign policy. 

But Romney said the 
president had allowed 
“chaos” to engulf the 
Middle East. Two instant polls 
said Obama won the head 
to head.According to CNN, 
forceful President Obama put 
Mitt Romney on the defensive 
on foreign policy, with analysts 
and an immediate poll giving 
him the victory in their final 
debate just 15 days before 
the November 6 vote. Obama 
displayed the experience of a 
commander-in-chief in ex- 
plaining U.S. policy under his 
leadership and attacking the 
views and proposals of Rom- 
ney, a former Massachusetts 
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governor with less experience 
on international issues. 

Romney ended up 
supporting most of the Obama 
administration’s steps involv- 
ing hotspots, such as the civil 
war in Syria, and preventing 
Iran from getting a nuclear 
weapon, giving the president 
the advantage in a debate in 
which his GOP rival needed to 
question foreign policy of the 
past four years. There were 
several scathing exchanges, 
with the president seeking to 
portray his challenger as a 
foreign policy nov- 
ice who lacked the 
consistency to be 
commander-in-chief. 
Obama said the 
former Massachu- 
setts governor had 
backed a continued 
troop presence in 
Iraq, opposed nuclear 
treaties with Russia 
and flip-flopped over 
when the US should 
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leave Afghanistan. “What 
we need to do with respect 
to the Middle East is strong, 
steady leadership, not wrong 
and reckless leadership that 
is all over the map,” said Mr. 
Obama. 

The rivals found 
plenty to agree on - declaring 
unequivocal support for Israel, 
voicing opposition to US mili- 
tary intervention in Syria, and 
insisting that China play by the 
rules in trade. Romney also 
backed the president’s policy 
of withdrawing from Afghani- 
stan by 2014 - something 
the Republican has previ- 
ously disagreed with. Romney 
barely touched on last month’s 
deadly assault on the US 
consulate. The Republican’s 
line of attack on that subject 
in the last debate was widely 
perceived to have misfired. 
Analysts agreed that Obama 
won on points, but questioned 
if the result would have a big 
impact on voters and the race 
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as a 
whole. 

A CNN/ORC Inter- 
national poll of people who 
watched the debate showed 
48 percent favored Obama 
compared to 40 percent for 
Romney, a result considered 
statistically even under the 
margin of error of plus-or- 
minus 4.5 percent. 

Another poll by CBS 
scored it a clear victory for 
Obama. At the same time, the 
CNN/ORC poll showed view- 
ers thought Romney estab- 
lished credibility as a leader, 
which former White House 
Press Secretary Ari Fleischer, 
a Republican strategist and 
CNN contributor, said was 
very important.Now the candi- 
dates hit the road for the final 
sprint to Election Day, focusing 
on the handful of battleground 
states considered still up for 
grabs and therefore vital to 
both their chances in a razor’s 
edge race - Nine O’clock, 


Back to Soviet Era 

| from page 1 


But now the Kremlin 
fears that Europe’s 
recession and Chi- 
na’s slowdown will cut 
prices of oil, gas and 
other raw materials 
— the core of modern 
Russia’s economy. 

If energy prices go 
down, the thinking 
goes, Putin will draw 
on the new repressive 
powers to ride out 
popular protests. His 
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six-year presidential term lasts 
until 2018, but, as in many 
oil exporting nations, he is 
popular only as long as he can 
deliver the goods. 

To rally Russians, the Kremlin 
is playing the anti-American 
card. Amid charges that Rus- 
sia’s opposition movement 
takes its orders from the West, 
the Kremlin ended a 20-year- 
old USAID program this 
month. 

Lipman charges that 
state television paints a picture 


of Russia’s opposition as 
“either receiving financing from 
the West or being inspired by 
the West, or colluding with the 
West [or] associating them- 
selves with the West, which, 
as the anti-American propa- 
ganda goes, is always seek- 
ing to do harm to Russia, to 
weaken Russia and to [do] all 
kinds of bad things to Russia.” 
But while anti-American pro- 
paganda hits new, post-Soviet 
heights in Russia, Aeroflot 
flights between Moscow and 
New York are packed. 

This, says Kashin, 
presents a dilemma for Presi- 
dent Putin. Russia is not like 
Belarus, where the elite is her- 


Bucharest. 

Another hot topic, im- 
migration reform: new details 
of President Barack Obama’s 
plans for a second term were 
given in an off-the-record 
interview with the Des Moines 
Register made public only 
after the paper protested that 
leaving it private would be 
a disservice to Iowa voters. 
The interview was conducted 
Tuesday but made public 
Wednesday after the Obama 
campaign gave permission to 
the paper releasing them from 
their off-the-record agreement. 
In the interview, Obama said 
he is confident his admin- 
istration will pass immigra- 
tion reform and achieve the 
equivalent of a grand bargain 
with Congress. 

After failing to achieve 
comprehensive immigration 
reform in his first term, the 
president said Republicans, 
given the large Latino vote, 
will be invested in changing 
the system - according to 
CNN 

“I’m confident we’ll 
get done next year is immigra- 
tion reform,” Obama said in 
the transcript of the interview 
posted online by the paper. 
“And since this is off the re- 
cord, I will just be very blunt. 
Should I win a second term, a 
big reason I will win a second 
term is because the Republi- 
can nominee and the Repub- 
lican Party have so alienated 
the fastest-growing demo- 
graphic group in the country, 
the Latino community.” “So I 
am fairly confident that they’re 
going to have a deep inter- 
est in getting that done,” he 
added. 

CNN has previously 
reported the White House met 
with a coalition of religious 
leaders in an effort to broach 
immigration reform next year. 


metically sealed from the out- 
side world. “The big difference 
is that Putin is very closely tied 
into the West,” said the radio 
analyst. “Political isolationism 
hits his inner circle.” Kashin 
says Russian elites send their 
children to universities in the 
West, where they also own 
bank accounts and real estate. 
But if Russians start getting 
20-year jail sentences for 
talking to foreigners, and if too 
many foreign diplomats are 
kicked out, Putin may lose his 
“handshakeability” in the West. 
And yes again things are going 
not so good: Russian investi- 

| more on page 8 
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Canada & U.S. To Enhance 
Border Security 


The Canada Border 
Services Agency (CBSA) and 
the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) announced 
on October 3, 2012, that both 
agencies will begin the Phase 
I pilot of the Entry/Exit initiative 
as outlined in the Beyond the 
Border Action Plan - accord- 
ing to Canadian consulate in 
Seattle. 

The Phase I pilot 
project will allow Canada and 
the U.S. to test the IT capac- 
ity to exchange and reconcile 
biographic information on the 
entry of travelers that are not 
Canadian citizens or U.S. 
citizens, such that a record of 
entry into one country could be 
considered as a record of exit 
from the other. 

Under the pilot project, 
the CBSA and DHS will ex- 
change data currently collected 
on third-country nationals 
(those who are neither citizens 
of Canada nor of the United 
States), permanent residents of 
Canada and lawful permanent 
residents of the United States 
at all four ports of entry: in 
Blaine WA and New York NY. 

Beginning October 15, 
routine biographic information 
- collected between Septem- 
ber 30, 2012, and January 31, 
2013 - will be exchanged by 
both countries. This exchange 
means that record of entry into 
one country becomes a record 
of exit from the other country. 
This pilot program will not share 
information regarding Canadian 
or U.S. citizens. It will not affect 
regular operations. 

“As outlined in the 
Beyond the Border Action Plan, 
our governments are commit- 
ted to maintaining the integrity 
of our shared border,” said 
Vic Toews, Minister of Public 
Safety. “This sharing of entry 


and exit information will play 
a key part in bolstering border 
security.” “The sharing of entry 
and exit information will facili- 
tate the legitimate flow of traffic 
between the U.S. and Canada 
while strengthening border se- 
curity,” said U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection Deputy Com- 
missioner, David V. Aguilar. 

A coordinated entry/exit 
system will help the U.S. and 
Canada identify persons who 
potentially overstay their lawful 
period of admission; track the 
departure of persons subject 
to removal orders; and verify 
that residency requirements 
are being met by applicants for 
continued eligibility in immigra- 
tion programs. The process of 
collecting and sharing personal 
information will be done in ac- 
cordance with each country’s 
privacy laws and policies. It 
will also be consistent with the 
Action Plan Joint Statement of 
Privacy Principles, the State- 
ment of Mutual Understanding 
on Information Sharing and a 
Letter of Intent agreed to by the 
CBSA and DHS. 

Currently collected 
data elements being shared 
are: first name, last name, 
middle name, date of birth, 
nationality, gender, document 
type, document number, work 
location code / U.S. port of 
entry codes, date of entry, time 
of entry, and document country 
of issuance. In addition to what 
Canada and the U.S. currently 
collect on travelers at ports of 
entry, the date and time of entry 
as well as the port through 
which the traveler entered will 
also be collected and ex- 
changed. 

On February 4, 2011, 
Prime Minister Harper and 
President Obama released the 
Beyond the Border Action Plan, 
articulating a shared vision 
in which our countries work 
together to address threats 
at the earliest point possible 
while facilitating the legitimate 
movement of people, goods 
and services across our shared 
border. The Action 
Plan, released on De- 
cember 2011, outlines 
the specific steps our 
countries intend to 
take to achieve the 
security and economic 
competitiveness goals 
outlined in the Beyond 
the Border Declaration. 

For more information 
on the Action Plan on 
Perimeter Security and 
Economic Competitive- 
ness, we can visit www. 
borderactionplan. gc. ca 


The 125th W.N.P.A. Convention 

Not A Rainy Day In Yakima 


erforntnnce Mas An Address 

BMW is a d-time BMW center of excefienee. 

sm cmmwmm morm tmmnumo 

HXMMfOmW.COM 


Kuni BMW 


The UJhroate t 
Driving Machine 


‘The Eastern European Echo” 
has visited last month Ya- 
kima WA, as we have been 
invited to the 125th celebra- 
tion of freedom of press in 
NW America. According to 
W.N.P.A., the main organiza- 
tion of publishers and editors 
in this geographical area, at 
this time are still in business 
about 130 publications, cover- 
ing millions of readers from 
Seattle to Vancouver. 
Washington Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Association (WNPA) 
is an advocate for community 
newspapers, freedom of the 
press and open government. 
The association is dedicated 
to helping members advance 
editorial excellence, financial 
viability, professional develop- 
ment, and a high standard of 
publication quality and com- 
munity leadership. WNPA rep- 
resents about 130 community 
newspapers in Washington 
state. It is the successor to the 
Washington Press Association, 
founded in 1887 by newspa- 
pers in Dayton, Ellensburg, 
Seattle, Tacoma, Yakima and 
Walla Walla. Our news maga- 
zine became an associate 
member this August. 

Being a little bit affected by the 
crisis, I went to this event just 
for a half day to be part of a 
professional workshop regard- 
ing “how to increase the media 
sales”. How I found Yakima 
WA, for me the second time 
there? Interesting and fasci- 
nating, even though a small 
venue as probably most of the 
Eastern Washington cities... 

So Yakima is a city in Yakima 
County, East Washington state 
and it is the county seat. The 
community was named for the 
river, which was named for 
the Indian tribe. The latitude 
of Yakima is46.602N. The 


i 


longitude is -120.504W and of 
course it is in the Pacific Stan- 
dard time 
zone. Eleva- 
tion is 1 ,070 
feet, and an 
estimated 
population, 
in 2003, 
of 80,223 
(source: ep- 
odunk com). 

Here’s 
more data: 

“Median 
household 
income: Lo- 
cal $29,475; 

National 
$41,994 

(Source: 2000 census, 

U.S. Census Bureau), 

The town is on the 
Yakima River, in the 
foothills of the Cascade _ 
Mountains. Former and E 
merged names include North 
Yakima. The region was 
not settled by whites until 
after the Yakamas moved 
to a reservation 
in 1858. With 
construction of 
irrigation systems, 
the local economy 
moved from 
cattle-raising to 
agriculture. Public 
transportation: 

Yakima Tran- 
sit. Crime: The 
number of violent 
crimes recorded 
by the FBI in 2003 
was 430. The 
number of murders' 
and homicides was 5. The 
violent crime rate was 5.8 per 
1 ,000 people. 

Well-known residents here 
have included: Kyle MacLach- 
lan, actor; Robert E. Lucas 
Jr., winner of Nobel Prize in 


economics; Phil Mahre, skier, 
Olympic medalist; William 


continued on page 6 
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Not A Rainy 
Day In 
Yakima 
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O. Douglas, Supreme Court 
justice. Coffee: National and 
regional coffee companies 
with outlets here include 
Starbucks. Local festivals 
include a Festival of Flow- 
ers, in June. Performing 
arts: Yakima Symphony 
Orchestra. Nearby parks 
& recreation: Indian Rock 
Paintings State Park, Yakima 
Sportsmans State Park, Ya- 
kima Area Arboretum. Sports 
teams: Bears (minor league 
baseball). Historic sites and 
museums: Yakima Valley 
Museum, Washington’s Fruit 
Place Visitor Center, Yakima 
Electric Railway Museum; 
Gays & lesbians National 
index: 100 Local index: 68. 
Pronunciations: YAK-l-maw. 
Locals are Yakimans. 

The upcoming week, Mrs. 
Bush, ex-first lady, would 
have given us the chance 
to listen from her life and 
political experiences at White 
House as a guest speaker 
in town. There were big 
sized advertisements in local 
media outlets, and the cover 
went up to $80 per person at 
Yakima City Hall. We missed 
this opportunity but here is a 
picture of Laura Bush, for our 
readers. 

The little time I spent in the 
old part of town, a very quite 
one overall, I was just walk- 
ing the streets for pictures 
and a coffee at a nice local 
trendy shop. I noticed the 
bikes are at demand here 
as in almost any city in NW 
America, where people want 
to stay in good shape and 
also save money on gas. 

The Yakimans are not very 
talkative and, since the im- 
migration got tougher even 
here, I couldn’t see much 
verve or action in the streets 
as last time I have been in 
this city. About the conven- 
tion, well, the print industry 
got some sufferings since we 
have entered the “internet 
era” and I could tell that since 
I got there. People didn’t 
seemed so happy or open, 


| continued on page 7 
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JOBS 

Join our team as Advertising 
agent and make up to 50% 
the money you bring in. For 
details call (206) 331-8955. 

We are looking for a couple 
to manage AFH in Vancouver 
WA. Need English and expe- 
rience. Call (360) 904-6700. 


REAL ESTATE 

HOUSE FOR SALE IN LAKE 
OSWEGO OR by owner. Nice 
property located in the heart of 
Lake Oswego OR is for sale. 
Price: $495,000, plus profitable 
business (seniors care facility). 
For details, call (503) 675-2853. 


SERVICES 

TOWING SERVICE 
in Portland - Vancou- 
ver area. Experienta 
8 ani, ore de lucru: 
8 AM - 6 PM. Sunati 
la (503) 481-2874. 


Looking for a strong 
Fence & Deck for your 
property? Light con- 
struction jobs as well. 
Fast and afordable, 
just a call ahead. Free 
estimate. Phone: 503- 
913-0883. Portland - 
Vancouver area only. 


FRIENDSHIPS 

Doamna din Romania, gospodina, 
serioasa, fara obligatii, varsta 60, 
cauta domn serios din America pt 
casatorie. Tel: 01140230772204. 

Caut pt prietenie tanara edu- 
cata, care crede in Sf. Treime, 
nu alearga dupa $. Alte de- 
talii, suna la (206) 331-8955. 


Caut caregiver live-in pentru 
casa de batrani level 3. Eng- 
leza, acte necesare, zona SW 
Portland. Pentru persoana pot- 
rivita, salariu incepand dela 
$2,200 lunar. Sunati si/sau me- 
saj la: (503) 577-4292. Joanna. 

Cautam femeie caregiver, 
live in, pentru casa de bat- 
rani in Kent WA. Engleza si 
experienta necesare. Rugam 
sunati la (253) 709-2725. 

Caut sa angajez truck-driver 
cu CDL pentru curse locale 
in OR si WA states. Sunati 
la telefon (503) 810-0527. 

Caut caregiver live-in, 5 zile 
pe saptcimana, Tn Adult Care 
home in Lake Oswego OR. 
Sunaji la (503) 957-5074. 

Caut live-in caregiver 
in Vancouver WA. Su- 
nati la (503) 896-7404. 

Caut caregiver Tn Vancou- 
ver WA, live-in, engleza 
necesara, clasele necesare, 
experienta, salariu foarte bun, 
vacante. ’ Tel: (503) 515-3987. 

Caut Caregiver Tn Vancou- 
ver WA state, full-time, live- 
out. Telefon (360) 254-3498. 

Looking for job. Caut sa lu- 
crez Tn AFCH 5 zile/sapt./ 
variante, zona Portland 
OR. Am acte, experienta, 
Engleza. Tel: (503) 935-11212. 

I want to work for you while in va- 
cation. Vreau sa dau vacante/ 
libere la AFCH Tn OR state. 
Experienta, Engleza, acte com- 
plete. Suna(i la (503) 505-8823. 

Resident manager / 
administrator cu experi- 
enta, toate calificarile WA 
state, acte etc. caut con- 
tract in ACH, zona Seattle. 
Pot administra 1-2 case 
de batrani. Salariul min- 
im lunar $3,000. Numai 
oferte serioase, rog la- 
sati mesaj la telefon (206) 
331-8955 (la redactie). 



[The Folkloric Ensemble Transylvania is 

searching for new members desirous of learn- 
ing, preserving and transmitting authentic 
popular dances from different parts of Roma- 
nia as well as Romanian customs and tradi- 
tions. Children are welcome, those interested 
please contact Daniel Craciun at 360.910.7988. 


Help For Ex-Homeowners 


Some of us have been in difficulties, fall- 
ing behind mortgage payments and even lost their 
properties. But here’s some good news. The na- 
tion’s five largest banks will provide roughly $25 
billion in relief to resolve a multistate investigation of 
fraudulent and flawed foreclosure practices. Oregon 
is one of 49 states, including New York and Califor- 
nia, that signed on to this agreement which penal- 
izes banks that engaged in wrongful conduct, brings 
badly needed assistance to distressed homeowners 
and will help reverse the housing market’s downward 
slide. 

Distressed homeowners and Oregonians who 
have gone through the foreclosure process may be 
entitled to additional assistance if their mortgage 
servicer is a party to the multistate settlement. To 
receive updates as more information becomes avail- 
able please sign up below. We strongly encourage 
consumers who have a specific problem with their 
mortgage servicer to file a complaint with the Attor- 
ney General’s Consumer Hotline. You can get ac- 
cess right here: http://www.doj.state.or.us/consumer/ 
pages/foreclosure_settlement.aspx 

Now, learn about the settlement, homeowner 
eligibility, important contact information and more at: 
www.nationalforeclosuresettlement.com. 

And we can tell you, this time is not a scam. 
The only thing is the little cash will be $8-900 for 
each owner in this situation. Just send your applica- 
tion and wait. 
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I would say maybe most of 
them too much preoccupied 
with their businesses and ap- 
pearance at 
the closing 
gala. 

Because 
let’s face it: 
the rev- 
enues are 
going down 
and more and more news- 
rooms are shutting down even 
faster than unprofitable pubs 
or deli stores... And, like one 
of the participants next to me 
said, “the newspapers are 
dying” - that’s unfortunately 
becoming true. Just couple 
of days ago, “Newsweek” has 
announced suppression of its 


printed version: the magazine 
will go all digital in 2013, so get 
the December 31st last edition 
on old fashioned style sup- 
port, the beautiful plain paper. 
Why? Perhaps because 
they’ve got too many staff and 
also they couldn’t establish 
a balance between print and 
online revenues, as the online 
version should have been sup- 
porting to the one on paper. I 
would like to say that nothing 
can be better than the smell 
of ink on a fresh newspaper 
when sipping a coffee. On not 
a rainy day. To resume, we 
would like to say thanks again 
for being invited at this fine 
and unique event open not for 
any professional journalist but 
for elite. A moment to remem- 
ber, see you next year. 

Dan Leontescu 
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Back to Soviet Bra 
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gators say they have charged 
an opposition activist with plot- 
ting riots based on evidence 
from a television documentary. 


Russia’s Investigations 
Committee formally brought 
charges against Leonid Raz- 
vozzhayev, a senior leader of 


the Just Russia party, who was 
arrested on Sunday in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. Prosecutors say 
Razvozzhayev turned himself 


in and admitted to involvement 
in organizing mass disturbanc- 
es in Russia. 

But his supporters say 
he was kidnapped while in 
Ukraine, smuggled back into 
Russia and tortured into con- 
fessing. Russia’s Investigative 
Committee rejects the claims. 


The Kyiv office of the U.N. ref- 
ugee agency confirmed Mon- 
day that Razvozzhayev disap- 
peared after registering with 
the agency. Razvozzhayev 
was featured in a pro-Kremlin 
documentary in which he and 
other activists appeared to 
plan mass riots and a coup in 
an effort funded by a Georgian 
politician. Razvozzhayev fac- 
es up to 10 years if convicted, 
along with opposition activist 
Sergei Udaltsov and his aide, 
Konstantin Lebedev. Authori- 
ties launched acriminal probe 
against the two last week on 
charges they organized riots in 
May in Moscow. Udaltsov was 
released and ordered to stay 
in Moscow, but Lebedev is in 
police custody. 

Now, Russia’s opposi- 
tion has held an online election 
for a 45-member leadership 
that will be tasked with orga- 
nizing mass street protests 
against President Vladimir 
Putin into a more structured 
movement. Organizers say 
nearly 82,000 people partici- 
pated in the balloting that end- 
ed Monday. Opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny won more than 
half of the votes. The poll 
comes amid increased govern- 
ment pressure on the opposi- 
tion. 

A senior leader of the 
Just Russia party, Leonid Raz- 
vozzhayev, was arrestedSun- 
day. Government officials say 
he turned himself in, and that 
he admitted involvement in 
organizing mass disturbances 
in Russia. Razvozzhayev’s 
supporters say he was kid- 
napped from Ukraine, and that 
his confession was extracted 
by torture. The office of the 
United Nations refugee agency 
((UNHCR)) in Kyiv confirmed 
that Razvozzhayev disap- 
peared after registering with 
the agency on October 19. 

Last week, authori- 
ties launched a probe against 
Left Front party leader Sergei 
Udaltsov and party mem- 
ber Konstantin Lebedev on 
charges that they organized 
mass riots in May in Moscow. 
Elsewhere, a lawyer for the 
two convicted members of 
the anti-Kremlin all-female 
punk band Pussy Riot said 
they have been sent to prison 
camps far from Moscow. 

Attorney Mark Fey- 
gin said Maria Alekhina was 
transferred to the Perm region 
in the Ural mountains and 
Nadezhda Tolokonnikova to 
the central province of Mor- 
dovia. The two, along with a 
third band member, Yekaterina 
Samutsevich, were convicted 
in August of hooliganism mo- 
tivated by religious hatred for 
an unsanctioned protest at a 
Moscow cathedral. 

(VOA News) 
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Coastal Region 

2x2 or 1x4 - $400 
2x4 or 1x8 $800 

Covers all of Western Washington outside 
the Metro Region. 

32 newspapers, 

8 total market coverage publications 
284,720 circulation and 654,856 readers. 

/ Anacortes American 
Argus, Burlington 
Bainbridge Island Review 
Bainbridge Islander 
Bremerton Patriot 
Camas-Washougal Post-Record 
Central Kitsap Reporter, Silverdale 
Chinook Observer, Long Beach 
Courier-Times, Sedro-Woolley 
East County Journal, Morton 
Forks Forum 

Islands’ Sounder, Eastsound 
Journal of the San Juan Islands, 

Friday Harbor 
La Conner Weekly News 
Lynden Tribune 
Nisqually Valley News, Yelm 
North Coast News, Ocean Shores 
North Kitsap Herald, Poulsbo 
Northern Light, Blaine 
Peninsula Gateway, Gig Harbor 
Port Orchard Independent 
Port Townsend Leader 
Record-Joufrtal, Femdale 
Sequim Gazette 
Shelton-Masbn County Journal 
South Beach Bulletin, Westport 
South Whidbey Record, Langley 
Stanwood/Camario News 
Tenino Independent 
Vidette, Montesano 
Wahkiakum County Eagle, Cathlamet 
Whidbey Examiner, Coupeville 
Whidbey News-Times, Oak Harbor 


Statewide 
Discounts 

2X2 or 1x4 - $1,250 
2X4 or 1x8 -$2,495 

106 Newspapers 
27 total market coverage 
publications 
1,180,746 Circulation 
2,715,700 Readers* 

m 




Metro Region 

2x2 or 1x4 - $800 
2x4 or 1x8 - $1,600 

Covers 1-5 corridor through most of King, 
Snohomish and Pierce counties. 

36 newspapers, 

5 total market coverage publications 
661,839 circulation and 1,522,229 readers.* 

Arlington Times 
Auburn Reporter 
Bellevue Reporter 

Bonney Lake/Sumner Courier-Herald 
Bothell/Kenmore Reporter 
Capitol Hill Times, Seattle 
Covington/Maple Valley Reporter 
Daily Journal of Commerce, Seattle 
Dispatch, Eatonville 
EdmoQds Beacon 
Enumclaw Courier- Herald 
Federal Way Mirror 
Herald, Puyallup 
Issaquah Press 

Issaquah/Sammamish Reporter 
Kent Reporter 
Kirkland Reporter 
Lake Stevens Journal 
Marysville Globe 
Mercer Island Reporter 
Monroe Monitor and Valley News 
Mukilteo Beacon 

North Seattle Herald - Outlook, Seattle 
Northwest Asian Weekly, Seattle 
Queen Anne/Magnolia News 
Redmond Reporter 
Renton Reporter 
River Current News, Duvall 
Sammamish Review 
Snohomish County Tribune 
Snoqualmie Valley Record 
South Seattle Beacon 
Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber 
Voice of the Valley, Maple Valley 
Woodinville Weekly 

Jr mo* 






Eastern Region 

2x2 or 1x4 - $350 
2x4 or 1x8 - $700 

Covers all of Eastern Washington. 

38 newspapers, 

14 total market coverage publications 
234,187 circulation and 538,630 readers* 

Cashmere Valley Record 
Cheney Free Press 
Daily Record, Ellensburg 
Daily Sun News, Sunnyside 
Davenport Times 

Douglas County Empire Press, East 
Wenatchee 

East Washingtonian, Pomeroy 
Enterprise, White Salmon 
Goldendale Sentinel 
Grandview Herald 
Grant County Journal, Ephrata 
Independent, Chewelah 
Lake Chelan Mirror, Chelan 
Leavenworth Echo 
Liberty Lake Splash 
Mattawa Area News 
Methow Valley News, Twisp 
Newport Miner 

Northern Kittitas County Tribune, Cle Elum 
Odessa Record 

Okanogan Valley Gazette-Tribune, Oroville 

Omak-Okanogan County Chronicle 

Othello Independent 

Othello Outlook 

Prosser Record-Bulletin 

Quad City Herald, Brewster 

Quincy Valley Post-Register 

Republic News- Miner 

Review Independent, Toppenish 

Ritzville Adams County Journal 

Selah Independent 

Skamania County Pioneer, Stevenson 
South County Sun, Royal City 
Spokane Valley News Herald 
Star, Grand Coulee 
Statesman-Examiner, Colville 
Whitman County Gazette, Colfax 
Wilbur Register 


V 

Based on statewide readership surveys showing 2.3 people read each copy of community newspaper! 

You Pay One Low Bill! 



MkiMqilM hthbhm Atwriutum 


Call (206) 331-8955 and your business can "hit" 
2 . 7 million readers in Washington state. If yoi 
want to be seen in Oregon state as well, we can 
do that for you too, just ask. Now, thanks to 
W.N.P.A. and its Oregon fraternal association 


let People Hew 
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